         Minutes, Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 24th November 2025 at the Civic Hall  
There were present:	Cllrs H Bishop– Chair, B Beeley- Vice Chair
				 S Al-Hamdani 	M Birchall
 R Blackmore 		P Gaul
 J Garner		A Marland 
 M Powell		G Sheldon 	
 L Thompson		
										
     The Chair, Cllr Helen Bishop welcomed Councillors and members of the public to the meeting.
3790.  To receive Public Questions: None were received.

3791.   Chairman’s Urgent Business: None to discuss.
      3792.  To receive apologies for Absence: Cllrs E Adamson, K Barton, K Dawson, L Dawson, 
K Phillips, D Wall, P Walsh, B. Witt, A Wrigley.

3793. To receive Declarations of Interest: None were declared. 
3794. Correspondence
· Living Heritage Update (Cllr Garner)
This document had been shared prior to the meeting. Cllr Garner explained there had been delays to its launch but the Saddleworth Parish Council recommendations were already listed on their data base ready for launch. 


3795. Transport And Works Act Order (TWAO) by Network Rail for the Standedge to Stalybridge section of the TransPennine Route Upgrade (for discussion).
Documents in relation to this agenda item had been shared prior to the meeting and it was discussed. Cllr Bishop advised that the Parish response to this must be sent by 19th December 2025. All the points that needed raising were discussed and summarised below:-. 

1. Road closures - timescales and diversions (strategy) - previous experiences were not favourable eg. Diversion routes not adequately communicated or signposted
1. The lack of guarantee of a more regular local service from Greenfield following the work. Rail user groups and the Parish Council would like to see a commitment to provide two stopping trains an hour through the day directly servicing both Victoria and Piccadilly stations 
1. Parking - there will be no more parking available after the work and no drop-off point, which is badly needed.
1. Compounds - There are ten compounds earmarked for use by Network Rail between Friezland and Diggle to store heavy machinery, materials etc. Some of these are valued green, community spaces and focal points. These include the pony field off Armit Rd, the whole embankment between Oldham Rd and Chapel Rd and the grassed area on the right hand side of the road after the viaduct when travelling towards Diggle. Much more information is needed about the impact on them and the plans and funding to fully restore them afterwards.
1. Moorgate level crossing (Footpath 209) - The decision by Network Rail to withdraw an earlier commitment to replace the level crossing with a footbridge. The alternative route suggested (Footpath 244) is much longer, much steeper and contains very dangerous aspects, notwithstanding its exit straight onto a main road, with no pavement. 
1. Consultation process - Concerns about the lack of meaningful engagement with the community about the level of disruption expected or the plans to mitigate it, eg. Oldham Rd being closed for 5 months and no clear alternatives in place, such as a Bailey bridge. Not doing enough to broadcast the TWAO and how to comment or object. Not engaging enough with local representatives, including the Parish Council about plans. 

These points will be submitted by the Parish Council before the closing date of 19th December 2025. Proposed Cllr Bishop, seconded Cllr Beeley, carried. 


3796. To agree the formal start to Full Council Meetings
This was discussed and the following was agreed: a shorter version of the affirmation previously shared will be read out either by the Chair or another Councillor. Proposed Cllr Bishop, seconded Cllr Garner, 9 in favour, 1 abstention, carried. 
The agenda format was then discussed and amended as from January 2026. Proposed Cllr Sheldon, Seconded Cllr Garner, carried. 


3797. To approve and confirm as a correct record the Draft Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 27 October 2025 

Cllr Sheldon advised the meeting about the presentations scheduled with 2 solar energy companies for the following week. The minutes were then accepted as a true record and signed at the meeting by the Chair. Proposed Cllr Bishop, seconded Cllr Beeley, carried. 

3798. To note the minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on 23 October 2025
Cllr Al-Hamdani advised he meeting of the 3 minor amendments to the minutes that had been previously shared and that the amended version was being signed by the Chair of the meeting Cllr Sheldon. The minutes were then proposed by Cllr Sheldon, seconded by Cllr Thompson and accepted.

3799. To note the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held 3 November 2025
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Garner, seconded by Cllr Thompson and accepted. 
3800. To note the minutes of the Assets Management Meeting held 10 November 2025 
The Clerk advised the minutes would be shared at the next meeting of the Council. Cllr Sheldon thanked Cllrs Thompson, Beeley and Blackmore and the Clerk for their work so far in preparing our funding application. 

3801.  To note the minutes of the Communications Meeting held 20 November 2025 
The Clerk advised the minutes would be shared at the next meeting of the Council.
3802. To note the minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held 20 November 
The Clerk advised the minutes would be shared at the next meeting of the Council
3803.  Accounts for Payment October 2025 Income   £8,674.00   Expenditure   £ 25,204.63 
      	The accounts were proposed by Cllr Sheldon, seconded Cllr Thompson and accepted. 
Payments List, see appendix 1
      Date of the next meeting Monday 26th January 2026 at 7.30pm at Denshaw Village Hall (tbc)
Parish Council Christmas Social Monday 22nd December at the Civic Hall at 7pm
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October 25 Payments

Bank Date Supplier Details Code  Amount £

03-Oct-25 THE GATE INN, DIGGLE Community Toilets Q1 2025-26 125 300.00

03-Oct-25 JUNCTION INN , DENSHAWCommunity Toilets Q1 2025-26 125 300.00

03-Oct-25 KING BILL , G/FIELD Community Toilets Q1 2025-26 125 300.00

03-Oct-25 S/WORTH CRAFTS, DELPHCommunity Toilets Q1 2025-26 125 300.00

03-Oct-25 THE LITTLE SHOP, UPPERMILLCommunity Toilets Q1 2025-26 125 300.00

10-Oct-25 THE SWAN, DOBX  Community Toilets Q1 2025-26 125 300.00

03-Oct-25 EASY WEB SITES  Website Management Fee x2 - 10/25 440 60.72

07-Oct-25 SEFTONS  Payroll - 9/25 161 48.00

07-Oct-25 INFINITY IT Office 365 Monthly Fee - KP/CL - 9/25 110 7.20

08-Oct-25 AMAZON Stationery - File Dividers 105 7.75

09-Oct-25 VIKING STATIONE Stationery - Various 105 127.36

09-Oct-25 STAFF EXPENSES Petrol - leaf blower 128 7.13

10-Oct-25 BUCKLE J SON  Dawsons Field & Red Row grass cuts 9/25 433 220.00

14-Oct-25 SALARIES  Admin - 10/25 103 5,345.50

14-Oct-25 SALARIES  Civic  - 10/25 301 4,403.91

14-Oct-25 AMAZON Stage Extension Strapping 307 13.99

14-Oct-25 STAFF EXPENSES Office Coffee & Milk 169 10.60

15-Oct-25 OMBC Rates - Cemetery 211 48.00

15-Oct-25 OMBC General Rates - Civic Hall 304 1,160.00

15-Oct-25 OMBC Refuse collection 308 274.20

15-Oct-25 GREENFIELD PUBLISHING Monthly Advert - 10/25 441 98.40

15-Oct-25 BT GROUP  Phone/Internet 1/10/25 - 31/12/25  107 472.30

16-Oct-25 WATER PLUS  Water - 9/25 321 554.61

16-Oct-25 EDF ENERGY Gas - 9/25 303 167.36

17-Oct-25 MBHARRINGTON  I33N Ashes Interment - 26/9/25 206 65.00

17-Oct-25 MBHARRINGTON ,  I35N Burial  1/10/25 203 360.00

17-Oct-25 MBHARRINGTON ,  J3S Burial -  17/10/25 203 320.00

17-Oct-25 MBHARRINGTON ,  Creosote Cemetery Gates & Bins 201 420.00

17-Oct-25 MBHARRINGTON ,  Clear Gullies in Cemetery Car Park 201 360.00

17-Oct-25 STAFF EXPENSES Mobile phone for VE System  311 99.99

17-Oct-25 OMBC Pest Control SLA 308 30.00

17-Oct-25 STAFF EXPENSES Uppermill DIY - Batteries for office 307 3.99

20-Oct-25 COMMERCE BUSINESS Copier/Printer Usage   105 87.15

20-Oct-25 SUMUP Allotment Rent 25-26 - Plot 15B - Card charge re Bill Patterson 168 0.51

22-Oct-25 HMRC Tax & NI - Admin - 9/25 103 1,784.19

22-Oct-25 HMRC Tax & NI - Civic - 9/25 301 950.13

22-Oct-25 BRITISH GAS Electricity - 9/25 302 834.08

23-Oct-25 AMAZON Prime Subscription 22/10/25 - 21/10/26 119 114.00

23-Oct-25 SUMUP Allotments - Plot 11A - Key Deposit - Card charge re Alex McGlinchey 168 0.17

27-Oct-25 PKF LITTLEJOHN External Audit 2024-25 109 1,260.00

27-Oct-25 CAPRICORN SECURITY Grappling Event - 20/9/25 318 501.60

27-Oct-25 INFINITY IT IT Support - 8/25 & 9/25 110 216.00

27-Oct-25 INFINITY IT IT Equipment - C Lees / H Dutton 110 192.00

27-Oct-25 INFINITY IT Office 365 Monthly Fee - KP/CL - 10/25 110 7.20

27-Oct-25 PURE-TECH UK Water Monitoring 5m 5/25 - 9/25 307 345.00

27-Oct-25 ELCONS HR/LAW  HR/Legal Consultancy (36) - 10/25 120 121.20

27-Oct-25 LINK FIRE/SECURITY Call out re CCTV fault 312 102.00

27-Oct-25 STAFF EXPENSES Mobile phone data sim card for VE System  311 20.00

27-Oct-25 STAFF EXPENSES Estate Mileage - 17/10/25 102 8.10

28-Oct-25 SHORROCK TRICHEM Hygiene 316 149.26

30-Oct-25 AMAZON Under Desk Foot Rest for staff member 111 19.99

31-Oct-25 AMAZON Self-Adhesive Door signs 307 3.99

31-Oct-25 GMPF  Pensions - Admin - 10/25 103 1,390.89

31-Oct-25 GMPF  Pensions - Civic - 10/25 301 611.16

54

25,204.63           
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